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Introduction 

As defined by Botanic Gardens Conservation International, botanical gardens can be 

defined as "institutions holding documented collections of living plants for the purposes of 

scientific research, conservation, display and education" which meet (1) reasonable degree 

of performance, (2) underlying scientific basis for the collection, (3) proper documentation 

of the collections, including wild origin, (4) monitoring of the plants in the collections, (5) 

adequate labeling of the plants, (6) open to the public, (7) communication of information to 

other gardens, institutions and the public, (8) exchange of seed or other materials with other 

botanic gardens, arboreta or research institutions, (9) undertaking of scientific or technical 

research on plants in the collections, and (10) maintenance of research programs in plant 

taxonomy in associated herbaria.  

 

 
 

 

Hiroshima Botanical Garden is located at 34°23' north and 132°20' east on the western Honshu 

Island facing to the Seto Inland Sea. It situated on a hill 60 ï 153 meter above sea level.   

 

The garden size is about 18.3 hectares and quite undulated. The climate is moderate with mean 

annual temperature is 15
o
C, mean temperature in January is 4

o
C, August is 26.9

o
C, and mean annual 

precipitation is 1,554.6 mm. 

 

According to Anonymous (2007), there are 38 staffs working for the garden. In addition, there are 

also 61 people doing part time job who work directly concerned with plants and cultivation. 
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In 1976, The Hiroshima Botanical Garden was established for citizens for education to deepen their 

knowledge in plants and conservation of nature. It consists of research laboratories, conservatory, 

Begonia Display House, Fuchsia Display house, phylogenical garden, rock garden, Japanese 

Garden, Camellia Garden, etc.  

As part of Botany lecture in International Development and Cooperation (IDEC) of 

Hiroshima University, Prof. Nobukazu Nakagoshi has been maintaining botanical garden 

excursion as part of the lecture.  

The excursion to Hiroshima Botanical Garden took place on November 3
rd

, 2011. 

 

Objective 

The excursion aimed to introduce students to botanical collections, activities and 

conservation functions. Some non-botanical students also joined the excursion, particularly 

international students of Hiroshima University. 

 

Getting There 
 

Hiroshima Botanical Garden is located in the northwest of Hiroshima City. From Higashi-

Hiroshima City, one can catch a train from Saijo Station which takes about 50 minutes to Itsukaichi 

Station. Then, from Itsukaichi Station, take a bus for another 15 minutes to Hiroshima Botanical 

Garden.  
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Schedule 
 
Time Activities 

08.18   Departed from Saijo Eki 

09.50 Arrived at Botanical Garden 

10.00 Introduction about Hiroshima Botanical Garden (by Dr. Genjiro Ishida, 

Director of Hiroshima Botanical Garden) 

10.15 Visited Main Conservatory, Exhibition House, Tropical Water Lily 

Display House, Cactus Display House, Rose Garden, Phylogenetic 

Garden, Rock Garden, Japanese Garden, and Maples. 

It was guided by Prof Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI 

12.00 Free time: Visited Camellia Garden, Wisteria Trellis, Observation Tower, 

Outdoor Exhibition 

13.00 Lunch at Cafeteria 

13.30 Visitd Begonia Display House and Exhibition at Lawan Plaza 

15.30 Depart from Botanical Garden 

17.00 Arrived at Saijo Eki 
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According to the brochure distributed during the excursion, The Main Conservatory in Hiroshima 

Botanical Garden is about 2,186 m
2
. It has 970 taxa and 14,160 individual tropical to subtropical 

plants. It is a greenhouse with temperature and humidity are regulated to mimic tropical and 

subtropical ecosystem. It has an array of tropical species such as banana, cacao, orchid, ficus sp., etc. 

The most striking species for me was the queen palm which has grown to almost the roof of the 

conservatory. 

 

 
 

The next visited area was the Tropical Water Lily Display House which displayed about 50 water 

lily species. One of its species was Victoria Water Lily (shown in the figure below), it is named 

after Queen Victoria of England who promoted the collection of the species. 
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According to Prof. Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI, who has visited Bogor Botanical Garden in Indonesia, 

the species of water lily in Hiroshima Botanical Garden is different to Bogor Botanical Garden in 

size. In tropical regions, water lilies tend to bigger than in temperate regions such as Japan. 

 

Following this, we visited Cactus Display House which exhibits several species of cactus ranging 

from small to large size. Prof. Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI posed a question about the age of one 

cactus species, with everyone guessing that the age was below 10 years. However, surprisingly its 

age was over 80 years. I thought, it was a marvelous species. 

 

 
 

After being fully educated on the Cactus Display House, we visited the Rose Garden. It had variety 

of rose species from around the world in many colors such as red, white, yellow, and pink. The 

Rose Garden is located in the upper section of the botanical garden, therefore, we enjoyed an 

astonishing view from there. In fact, we could see as far as Miyajima Island from the Rose Garden. 
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After visiting the Rose Garden, we had a chance to visit Orchid Arboretum. According to Prof. 

Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI, the arboretum has won award for its excellent orchid collection and 

research. 

 

 
 

Surprisingly, Hiroshima Botanical Garden also collects tropical orchid species. To make the 

environment suitable for tropical species, the humidity and temperature in the arboretum was kept 

at an appropriate level. 

 

The next place we visited was the Japanese Garden which represented the typical landscape of 

gardens in Japan as shown in the following photo. The garden also includes a paddy plantation as 

part of the garden. 
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The final stop on the tour guided by Prof. Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI was the Maple Forest. It is an 

area planted with various maple species ranging from small to broad leaf types. 

 

 
 

After visiting the Maple Forest, we had free time. Everyone could go anywhere in the garden. Some 

participants and I visited the Camellia Garden, the Wisteria Trellis, the Observation Tower and the 

Outdoor Exhibition. 
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The observation tower is located in quite a high part of the garden. It has 3 floors with an open 

space at the top. We could see beautiful scenery from it and saw almost all parts of the botanical 

garden. 

 

 

The last place we visited during the free time was the outdoor exhibition. There were many stands 

offered many things related to food, wood, etc. We enjoyed having fun wood painting particularly 

because we needed to cut our own wood as shown in the following figure. 

 

 
 

 

Getting Home  
 

At about 15.30 we left Hiroshima Botanical Garden for Saijo. In the same way as we came, we took 

a bus to Itsukaichi Station for about 15 minutes and then continued by train to Saijo Station. We 

arrived at Saijo Station at about 17.00. 
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Conclusion 
 

It is obvious that botanical gardens play important roles in contributing to nature, conservation, 

research and development. The upkeep of botanical gardens is the responsibility of both the 

government and the public.  

 

 


